December 8th, 2025

To: TriMet Board, Elected Leaders of the City of Portland, Metro Councillors, and the 82nd
Avenue Policy & Budget Committee

Re: Support for Full Business Access and Transit (BAT) Lanes on 82nd Avenue

Dear Trimet Board, Leaders of the City of Portland, Metro Councillors, and 82nd Avenue Policy
& Budget Committee Members,

We, the undersigned organizations, urge TriMet, the City of Portland, Metro Councillors, and the
82nd Avenue Policy & Budget Committee to implement Business Access and Transit (BAT)
lanes along the entire length of 82nd Avenue (the “more BAT lane” option) as part of the 82nd
Avenue transit improvement project.

As our region grows, especially in areas south of 82nd Avenue like Happy Valley, we must
invest in efficient, sustainable transportation options that move more people while reducing
congestion and emissions. BAT lanes are an essential part of that future. They signal a
commitment to a multimodal, climate-friendly corridor that will attract even more housing close
to restaurants, supermarkets, green spaces, schools, jobs, and tourist destinations.

82nd Avenue is one of the region’s most important transportation corridors, home to Line 72, the
most popular bus line in Oregon. After decades of underinvestment, 82nd Avenue is a
dangerous orphan highway, and neighboring communities are asking for a transformation to a
main street that works for everyone, whether they are walking, rolling, riding transit, or driving.
Shifting a travel lane to be shared between transit and business access allows buses to run
more reliably and creates a safer and more predictable experience for everyone. Full BAT lanes
result in a faster and more reliable transit service, safer vehicular speeds, and a quieter, calmer
streetscape for all community members. Keep in mind: just half a mile to the east is Interstate
205, which is for the exclusive use of motor vehicles for high-speed, long-distance travel.

Community members have made it clear that they want a safer, more predictable, and
transit-oriented 82nd Avenue, including near-unanimous support for full BAT lanes from TriMet’s
Community Advisory Committee. Here is an opportunity to make progress toward our
regional transportation mode share goals, environmental goals, Vision Zero goals, and a
community vision for this corridor as transit and housing-rich. Scaling back or fragmenting
BAT lanes would be a missed opportunity. We urge you to move forward with full BAT lanes
along the entire corridor.

At the same time, we recognize that implementing full BAT lanes must go hand in hand with
minimizing business disruption during construction and the broader transformation of 82nd
Avenue from a state highway to a civic corridor. Local small businesses, many of which serve



immigrant and low-income communities, are the heart of 82nd’s identity and economy.
Maintaining access, clear communication, and supportive mitigation programs during
construction are essential to their survival and trust.

Looking beyond construction, we urge TriMet, the City of Portland, and Metro to pair this
investment with long-term anti-displacement strategies that support local business stabilization,
affordable commercial space, workforce development, and new housing and community
amenities so existing residents and entrepreneurs can continue to thrive in the improved
corridor. The community-led 82nd Avenue Development Strategy provides a strong roadmap
for these outcomes, with actions like construction mitigation support, small business technical
assistance, tools for commercial affordability, and the creation of a property acquisition fund to
enable small business ownership. Aligning BAT lane implementation with this strategy will help
ensure that infrastructure improvements are paired with lasting opportunities for the people and
places that define 82nd Avenue.

We urge you to move forward with full BAT lanes along the entire corridor and commit to
supporting the stabilization strategies outlined in the 82nd Avenue Development Strategy so this
historic investment truly serves everyone on the corridor.

Sincerely,

Cassie Wilson
Legislative Manager, 1000 Friends of Oregon
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Micah Meskel
Urban Conservation Director, Bird Alliance of Oregon
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Brian Liu
Community Development Manager, APANO
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Maria Vargas
Director, Economic Justice, Latino Network
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Jacob Apenes
Hub Coordinator, Sunrise Movement Portland

Oscar Arana
Executive Director, Native American Youth and Family Center
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Bandana Shrestha
Oregon State Director, AARP
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Jeremiah Via, Victoria Via, Allan Rudwick, Harper Havercamp, Tim Slevin-Vegdahl and Sam
Kallen - Leadership Team, StrongTownsPDX
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Indi Namkoong
Transportation Justice Coordinator, Verde
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Michelle DuBarry
Chair, Families for Safe Streets




Aaron Brown
Board President, Portland Neighbors Welcome
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Alex Riedlinger
Advocacy Manager, Coalition of Communities of Color
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Kakumyo Lowe
Abbot, Dharma Rain Zen Center
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Christopher E. Blanchard
Executive Director, The Grotto
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Jeremy Beausoleil Smith, DSA Steering Committee
Jordan Lewis and Fischer Jemison, Ecosocialist Working Group
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Susan Nelsen Murphy, Donna Erbs, and Paul Sheprow
Chairs, Clackamas DSA




Jamal Dar
Executive Director, African Youth and Community Organization

3o

Sabrina Flamoe

Principal, Vestal Elementary School
Beth Harvey (Vestal Green Team)
Jake Sepulveda & Vestal PTA Board

The Rev. Sara Fischer

Mission Developer
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Eva Frazier
Board Chair, BikeLoud PDX
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Zachary Lauritzen
Executive Director, Oregon Walks

Xavier D. Stickler
Board Member, Association of Oregon Rail & Transit Advocates (AORTA)
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Nick Sauvie
Co-Executive Director, ROSE Community Development
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Kristle Delihanty
Founder and Executive Director. PDX Saints Love
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Zoeé Walker Aparicio
Community Projects and Stewardship Manager, Depave
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Desiree Eden Ocampo
Executive Director, Rahab’s Sisters
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Thomas Le Ngo
Board Chair, The Street Trust
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Andy Miller
Executive Director, Our Just Future
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Juan Cummings (on behalf of STNA board)
Chair, South Tabor Neighborhood Association

Abby Griffith
Lead Organizer, Bus Riders Unite!

Monta Knudson
Executive Director, JOIN
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Kaitlyn Dey
Program Coordinator
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Priya Dhanapal, City of Portland
Donnie Oliveira, City of Portland
Jamie Snook, Trimet

Michael Kiser, Trimet

Jesse Stemmler, Trimet



