
December 10, 2025

Oregon Transportation Commission 
355 Capitol Street NE, MS #11
Salem, OR 97301-3871

Re: Agenda Item E – Rose Quarter Update

Dear Chair Brown, Vice Chair Beyer, and Commissioners:

Metro, the City of Portland, and the Albina Vision Trust remain committed partners
on the I-5 Rose Quarter Project. As longstanding partners on the project, we 
support the dual role of addressing critical statewide transportation needs while 
also advancing the community vision to reconnect and support a prosperous Albina 
neighborhood. 

In just 
from the Federal government of the largest Reconnecting Communities grant in the 
nation and support from the State that the I5RQ project was a top priority, to 
having grant funds rescinded and lack of clarity on any potential next steps. We are 
incredibly disappointed that the Federal government pulled back grant funding that 
would have provided much needed operational & safety improvements, job 

portion of new spaces to deliver community and 
cultural spaces, housing, and improved quality of life to a neighborhood that was 
devastated by the original construction of the federally funded I-5. 

Despite this, we will not give up on Albina. We will not lose sight of our shared 
vision. We must maintain our resolve and ensure a readiness for when new funding 
opportunities present themselves.
have resulted in deep partnerships and enhanced support for what is possible. The 
Albina Vision Trust has galvanized a movement recognized as the largest 
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restorative development project in the nation. We continue to hear loud and clear 
from community leaders and members that this project has a critical role to play in 
the future of the Albina neighborhood, the City of Portland, and the State of 
Oregon.  

As partners, we are supportive of an alternative path forward that phases the 
complete Phase 1 scope in alignment with the project as approved by NEPA and 
that achieves parity between I-5 mainline and highway cover improvements. 
Collectively, we have 
forward that advances the I5RQ project in design & construction with available 
funding. It is essential ODOT work with regional partners as well as project 
Committees and the broader public to advance the I-5 Rose Quarter project and: 

 Work collaboratively with local and regional partners on a feasible project 
phasing and funding plan that balances investment on the interstate 
mainline and cover related elements. 

 Revisit project governance to ensure transparency and accountability in 
project decision-making. 

 Uphold the state’s contracting timelines and commitments to support a 
reconnected, safe, and inclusive Albina district.  

While we appreciate ODOT’s for how to proceed, the 
proposed scenarios fail to adequately balance investment that would concurrently 
advance I-5 mainline and highway cover related improvements. This letter 
requests that the OTC direct ODOT to proceed with an alternative option, as 
described in the attached exhibit titled “Option 4”, that moves the I5RQ 
project forward in design & construction with available funding and that 
balances mainline improvements with broader community goals. 
should immediately collaborate with us and other community partners to develop 
project phasing and continue to collaborate on future project phasing and funding 
opportunities. 

We have multiple district objectives for a reconnected and thriving Albina district. 
Including enhancing multimodal regional and local transportation, connecting the 
city’s Green Loop, supporting and expanding our vibrant regional entertainment 
venues, and promoting wealth building and inclusive economic development 
opportunities. The I-5 Rose Quarter project continues to be an important and bold 
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12/9/2025, 11:00AM

12/9/2025, 1:00PM

12/9/2025, 11:00AM

endeavor that will have generational impact on our city, region, and state in 
support of these objectives. 

In Partnership, 

Keith Wilson, Mayor, City of Portland Date/Time

Lynn Peterson, Metro Council President Date/Time

Juan Carlos Gonzalez, Metro Councilor and JPACT Chair Date/Time

Ashton Simpson, Metro Councilor Date/Time

Winta Yohannes, Executive Director, Albina Vision Trust Date/Time

Attached: Exhibit, Option 4 

hahah nnnnes Exxxxxxxececececcecccccutttttive D

12/10/2025, 10:44AM

12/10/2025, 11:17AM
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Exhibit, Option 4 
 
Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC) 
December 11, 2025, Meeting 
Agenda Item E – Rose Quarter Update 
 
 
Option 4: move I5RQ project forward in design & construction with available 
funding ($167M).  

 Develop a phasing plan in collaboration with regional partners that 
reconsider the elements of Phase 1B and 1C to ensure parity of mainline and 
highway cover improvements.  

 Maintain project schedule for continuous construction after Phase 1A.  
 Continue to seek funding for additional phases to complete Phase 1.  

major project delivery, ensure clarity in project governance and decision-making as 
the project is advanced through the eventual Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) process.  
 

 


