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Between 2000 and 2014 growth in the number of 
people bicycling outpaced the growth of every other 
mode in Portland. Bicycle transportation did the most 

to keep congestion at bay.

P O R T L A N D O R E G O N . G O V / T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 2



What if we hadn’t changed travel behavior?
WHAT ARE THE TRENDS?

Between 2000 and 2014, the number of Portland commuters grew by 54,673

But because we improved travel options and oriented them around our centers and 
corridors land use system, those collective travel choices look very different.

If all those new commuters traveled the same way Portlanders did in 2000, their 
collective travel choices would have looked like this:



Between 2000 and 2018 bicycling was the means of 
transportation that did the most to limit automobile 

commuting among Portlanders.
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Subhead

Portland commuters: change by mode
relative to 2000
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Bicycle network over time
Bikeway network 2015
83 mi off-street paths
83  mi greenways
3 mi protected lanes
14 mi buffered lanes
176 mi bike lanes

363 total miles

Bikeway network 2019
86   mi off-street paths
100 mi greenways
16 mi protected lanes
34 mi buffered lanes
157 mi bike lanes

402 total miles
Bikeway network today
88   mi off-street paths
106 mi greenways
23 mi protected lanes
36 mi buffered lanes
154 mi bike lanes

416 total miles
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Bicycle network: existing 2014

Existing 2014

77 mi off-street paths
31 mi greenways
0.4 mi protected lanes
3.5 mi buffered lanes
173 mi bike lanes



Bicycle network: existing 2020

Existing 2020

86 mi off-street paths
102 mi greenways
16 mi protected lanes
34 mi buffered lanes
157 mi bike lanes



Bicycle network: intersections

Intersections

Bicycle boxes
Bicycle signals
Crossbikes
Bicycle turn boxes



2000 census 1.8% city wide



2008-2012 ACS

6 % city wide



2012-2016 ACS

7.2 % city wide



2013-2017 ACS

7.0 % city wide



Change in commuters 
relative to 2000
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Average annual change in number of Portland resident 
commuters by mode
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A: Portland’s bikeway network 
is better than it has ever been, 
but perhaps it is not able to 
withstand an average annual 
growth of 6,700 drive alone 
commuters.
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B: Younger, long-term residents 
in Portland’s most bicycle-
friendly neighborhoods have 
moved away. Newer 
(wealthier?) residents don’t 
know about bicycle 
transportation.
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C: It’s still very easy to drive in 
Portland. People are moving 
here from places where 
congestion is worse. To them, 
Portland is an urban driving 
paradise.
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From the PBP 2019 
Progress Report:
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There is limited data to suggest 
a cause for this decline, but the 
available data shows a strong 
correlation between rapidly 
increasing automobile 
commuting and declining 
bicycle commuting.



From the PBP 2019 
Progress Report:
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1. Design for all ages and 
abilities

2. Build as much of the network 
as quickly as possible

3. Continue to raise awareness 
of bicycling



Commute mode split: 2000-2019
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Breakout room questions to consider:
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1) Why is bicycle use declining in Portland?
a) What do you hear from people who do not/will

not ride?
b) What keeps you or those you know from 

bicycling/bicycling more?
2) What questions do you want answered?

a) Who is best equipped to provide the answers?
b) How will you get those answers?

3) What are the next steps for COP?


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	2000 census
	2008-2012 ACS
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34

