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Octoberȱ1,ȱ2013ȱ
ȱ
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CommissionerȱSteveȱNovickȱ
CommissionerȱDanȱSaltzmanȱ
1221ȱSWȱ4thȱAvenueȱ
Portland,ȱORȱ97204ȱ
ȱ
DearȱMayorȱHalesȱandȱCommissioners:ȱ
ȱȱ
TheȱCityȱClubȱofȱPortlandȱurgesȱyouȱtoȱprioritizeȱsaferȱbicyclingȱandȱwalkingȱonȱ
BarburȱBoulevard.ȱȱ
ȱȱ
AsȱyouȱconsiderȱtheȱSouthwestȱCorridorȱrecommendations,ȱtheȱCityȱshouldȱ
engageȱtheȱOregonȱDepartmentȱofȱTransportationȱ(ODOT),ȱMetro,ȱandȱrelevantȱ
localȱandȱregionalȱstakeholdersȱtoȱimmediatelyȱstudyȱsolutionsȱonȱBarburȱthatȱ
couldȱsignificantlyȱimproveȱsafetyȱforȱeveryȱroadȱuser.ȱThisȱcrucialȱconnectionȱtoȱ
SouthwestȱPortlandȱhasȱbeenȱtooȱdangerousȱforȱtooȱlongȱandȱdelayedȱactionȱwillȱ
almostȱcertainlyȱresultȱinȱmoreȱpreventableȱcollisionsȱandȱinjuries.ȱ
ȱȱ
Asȱyouȱknow,ȱinȱJuneȱ2013,ȱCityȱClubȱofȱPortlandȱmembersȱoverwhelminglyȱ
adoptedȱanȱextensiveȱresearchȱreportȱonȱtheȱroleȱofȱbicyclesȱinȱPortlandȇsȱ
transportationȱsystem.ȱThisȱreportȱhighlightedȱtheȱurgencyȱofȱcreatingȱaȱcitywideȱ
bicycleȱnetworkȱthatȱisȱbetterȱintegrated,ȱbetterȱconnected,ȱandȱaboveȱall,ȱsaferȱforȱ
allȱtypesȱofȱbicycleȱriders.ȱAsȱaȱdirectȱandȱrelativelyȱgentleȱgrade,ȱBarburȱ
Boulevardȱpresentsȱaȱmajorȱopportunityȱtoȱmakeȱthisȱnetworkȱaȱrealityȱforȱ
thousandsȱofȱresidentsȱwhoȱliveȱinȱSouthwestȱPortland.ȱ
ȱȱ
TheȱCityȱClubȱrecognizesȱthatȱtheȱBarburȱcorridorȱpresentsȱchallengesȱasȱaȱstateȬ
ownedȱfacilityȱandȱaȱbusyȱcommuterȱroute,ȱwhichȱrequiresȱaȱgreaterȱlevelȱofȱ
cooperationȱandȱstudyȱthanȱaȱcityȬownedȱarterial.ȱButȱthisȱisȱnoȱexcuseȱtoȱdelayȱ
studyingȱandȱimplementingȱsafetyȱimprovementsȱforȱmanyȱyears.ȱ
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BarburȱBoulevardȱisȱespeciallyȱdangerousȱandȱintimidatingȱforȱpeopleȱridingȱbikesȱorȱwalkingȱbetweenȱ
SWȱHamiltonȱStreetȱandȱTerwilligerȱBoulevard.ȱCrossingsȱareȱfewȱandȱfarȱbetween,ȱsidewalksȱareȱ
nonexistent,ȱbikeȱlanesȱareȱnarrowȱandȱdangerouslyȱdisappearȱatȱtwoȱbridgeȱcrossings.ȱMeanwhile,ȱ
speedȱlimitsȱareȱamongȱtheȱhighestȱnonȬfreewayȱlimitsȱinȱPortland.ȱAsȱaȱresult,ȱthisȱisȱoneȱofȱtheȱcityȇsȱ
HighȱCrashȱCorridors,ȱwithȱatȱleastȱ10ȱfatalitiesȱinȱtheȱlastȱdecade.ȱ
ȱȱ
Withoutȱfurtherȱstudy,ȱitȱisȱprematureȱtoȱsayȱwhatȱtheȱbestȱconfigurationȱwillȱbeȱonȱBarbur.ȱReducingȱ
motorȱvehicleȱlanesȱtoȱaccommodateȱsaferȱbicyclingȱandȱpedestrianȱfacilitiesȱ(aȱȈroadȱdietȈ)ȱmightȱbeȱtheȱ
bestȱsolution.ȱOtherȱapproachesȱthatȱcouldȱworkȱ(suchȱasȱaȱreversibleȱlane)ȱmightȱemergeȱafterȱfurtherȱ
study.ȱWhatȱisȱknownȱnowȱisȱthatȱtheȱstatusȱquoȱisȱunacceptable,ȱasȱisȱwaitingȱaȱdecadeȱorȱmoreȱforȱtheȱ
completionȱofȱMetroȇsȱSouthwestȱCorridorȱplanningȱprocess,ȱasȱODOTȱhasȱsuggested.ȱ
ȱȱ
TheȱCityȱofȱPortlandȱhasȱrepeatedlyȱaffirmedȱitsȱintentionsȱtoȱincreaseȱresidentsȇȱabilityȱtoȱwalkȱandȱ
bicycleȱsafelyȱforȱcommuting,ȱerrands,ȱandȱrecreationȱinȱsuchȱdocumentsȱasȱtheȱPortlandȱPlan,ȱtheȱ
BarburȱConceptȱPlan,ȱtheȱPortlandȱBicycleȱPlan,ȱandȱtheȱClimateȱActionȱPlan.ȱ
ȱȱ
Nowȱisȱtheȱtimeȱtoȱactȱonȱtheseȱprofessedȱintentions.ȱWithȱtheȱproperȱimprovements,ȱBarburȱBoulevardȱ
couldȱbeȱsaferȱforȱallȱroadȱusers:ȱbicyclists,ȱpedestrians,ȱtransitȱusers,ȱandȱmotorists.ȱȱAsȱyouȱconsiderȱ
adoptionȱofȱtheȱSouthwestȱCorridorȱrecommendations,ȱweȱurgeȱyouȱtoȱworkȱwithȱODOTȱandȱMetroȱtoȱ
completeȱaȱthoroughȱstudyȱofȱaȱsaferȱmultimodalȱBarburȱBoulevardȱ—ȱinȱtheȱnextȱtwoȱtoȱthreeȱyears,ȱ
notȱtheȱnextȱ10ȱtoȱ20.ȱ
ȱȱ
TheȱCityȱClubȱofȱPortlandȱandȱourȱcommitteeȱappreciateȱtheȱopportunityȱtoȱcommentȱonȱthisȱimportantȱ
opportunityȱtoȱcreateȱaȱtrulyȱmultimodal,ȱsafeȱtransportationȱsystemȱforȱourȱcityȱandȱregion.ȱ
ȱȱ
Sincerely,ȱ

ȱ ȱȱ
CraigȱBeebeȱ
Chair,ȱBicycleȱTransportationȱAdvocacyȱCommitteeȱ
CityȱClubȱofȱPortlandȱ
 


