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Overview

the west.

Transform an underutilized property into a regional asset that provides 
open space and recreational opportunities while demonstrating 
Portland’s and Oregon’s commitment to sustainability.

acknowledge them.
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The Site

use.

Rocky Butte
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View west to Rocky Butte from Gateway Green

View of I-84 looking north

Existing bike path near the 102nd Avenue overpass

View to the south 
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Gateway Regional Center

the region.
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Grassroots Initiative

this report.

1. Approach
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Vision

Transform an underutilized property into a regional asset 
that provides open space and recreational opportunities 
while demonstrating Portland’s and Oregon’s 
commitment to sustainability.

Approach
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     • Economic Development: Promote investment in East   

     • Open Space, Recreation, and Connectivity: Connect    

     • Environmental Quality:
showcase environmental technologies.

     • Placemaking:
East Portland.

Approach

Portland

District

disconnected by Interstate 205

Gateway Green Goals

Goals Objectives

Economic Development

Investment   Provide a catalyst for Tax Increment Finance generation in the adjacent Gateway Urban Renewal   

Jobs  Create jobs on-site and at the adjacent Gateway Urban Renewal District
Promote investment in East Portland 

and economic development in 
Oregon

Tourism  Create a recreation destination that attracts visitors
Brand  Create an iconic place that showcases Portland and Oregon’s sustainability ethic and industries

Revenue  Generate revenue from on-site activity
Innovation

Partnership  Forge and leverage public/private partnerships

Open Space, Recreation and 
Connectivity

Destination  Create a recreation destination for residents and visitors
Activity  Create opportunities for bicycling, walking and jogging
Equity

Connect neighborhoods to open 
spaces and each other

Access  Provide connections from the site to existing and future open spaces
Network  Make and improve connections to regional bicycle and pedestrian trail systems

Connection  Use this community asset to re-connect neighborhoods, both physically and socially, that were   

Environmental Quality

Water quality  Improve water quality from Interstates 84 and 205 stormwater runoff to protect the Columbia River
Air quality  Improve air quality, which has been polluted by emissions generated from Interstates 84 and 205

Improve environmental quality 
and showcase environmental 

technologies

Habitat  Create habitat on-site and provide links to habitat off-site
Energy  Generate and showcase renewable energy on-site

Education  Create environmental education opportunities
Monitoring

Placemaking

Identity  Create a community asset that brands the Gateway Regional Center
Visibility  Create a model for adapative reuse of underutilized property

Develop a sense of place and identity 
for East Portland

Livability  Enhance livability and provide a landmark image for East Portland
Community  Create a community gathering place

Safety  Create a safe environment for all users of the site



Economic

assist with redevelopment.

Environmental

Approach
Rationale
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Social

Portland.

Approach
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The Community Design Workshop

2. Design
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Bicycling

The Plan
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Design
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Environment
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Design
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Education

Sustainable Technology

their design and placement.

Lighting Design

recreational use.
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Rocky 
Butte

Gateway 
Regional 
Center

I-84

I-205

Sun
•  Arrays of solar panels among              
   newly planted low-growing   
   vegetation
•  Creative solar icons, powered  
   by the panels

    Flow
•  An expanded Halsey Street    
   to provide more  pedestrian                                                                              
   amenity and views across the    
   site
•  An improved underpass to     
   the site from the Gateway  
   transit center
•  A stormwater feature,      
   collecting runoff from Halsey  
   Street, cascading down the  
   overpass to mask traffic noise
•  Adjacent to the lower  
   pathway,  a linear  vegetated  
   swale to clean stormwater  
   runoff

   Fire
•  Gravity-assisted bicycling (free-riding) design  
    incorporated into the hilly terrain
•  Pedestrian pathways with seating to allow  
   viewing of bicycle activity
•  Pedestrian land bridge that connects the site  
   to the eastern neighborhood
•  Additional tree plantings integrated into   
   mountain biking trails in the woodlands

Water
•  Integrated stormwater facility to clean runoff  
   from I-205 and provide enhanced habitat value  
   to the site
•  Boardwalks through constructed wetland  
   facilities
•  Environmental education center for water  
   quality or air quality sampling and monitoring
•  Potential new light rail station 
•  Restrooms adjacent to the environmental  
   education center with easy access from the  
   potential light rail station
•  Additional tree plantings in the woodlands to  
   provide air quality benefits

Earth
•  Mid-site land bridge to facilitate    
   wildlife and people movement from  
   Rocky Butte to the site
•  Major crossing for bicycle commuters  
   from the eastern to western portion of  
   site, removing commuter traffic from  
   other site activity 
•  A great meadow area, centrally      
   located, for relaxing.  Restrooms are    
   nearby.

    Wind
•  Two wind turbines, appropriately sized for the area
•  Substantial plantings of native conifer trees
•  View corridors to wind turbines carved out of the  
   forest
•  Proposed pedestrian/land bridge to connect site to  
   Rocky Butte
•  Proposed bicycle and pedestrian ramp from 102nd  
   Avenue to access the site

1. Sun

2. Flow

3. Fire

4. Water

5. Earth

6. Wind

500 1000250

Gateway Green- 
Proposed Site Plan



are arranged along view corridors to iconic art pieces.

3. Areas
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1. Sun
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2. Flow

Areas
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Lightrail and pedestrian connection

Freight rail
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move through the site and also provides visitors with a

3. Fire

Areas

Free ride courses

Light rail

Perimeter trail
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area.

4. Water

Areas

Constructed wetlands

Environmental education center

Perimeter trail

Light rail

Freight rail
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5. Earth

Areas

Commuter trail

Light rail

Freight rail
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6. Wind

Areas
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along view corridors

Freight rail

direct views

Light rail

102nd
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4. Costs and Funding

attractive sponsorship and demonstration
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5. Conclusion

Get Involved
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