3) Start some crowd control. Start gathering
people and information. (And if you can’t do
it, get someone to do it for you.) Tell people
not to leave, and tell them what you need.
Name, address, phone number of all of the
witnesses. Make sure to ask them what they
saw, so the story does not change a week later.
Take some pictures if you have a
cameraphone. Note: It is illegal in Oregon for
a witness to bail out without giving you his/her
information.

4) Talk to the driver. Get his/her information:
Phone, address, insurance information
(including policy number), also get his/her
license plate and drivers license number. If
they are at fault, ask them to admit it.

Why this is important: People change their
minds. All the time. Especially when are
consequences to their actions and incentives to
changing the story.

"9n13 S} Ing ‘AZeJ0 SpUNoS “Jaquinu

3y} Jaquiawal Ajjenioe 03 noA oy ajqissodwi
11 &ew yBiw JuapIage ay} J0 SSaAS 8y}

‘0S| "Janag ayy ‘yaredsip Aouabiawa ay LpIm
auoyd ayy uo saynuIw T Bulpuads Jou yum
Keme 196 ued noA J1 pue op 03 iom juepodui
aWos aney NoA :juenodwi si st Aym

‘1162 3y} axew
0} 858 auoawos 186 0s ‘suoyd e sey suokisng
'sd09 Y3 |9 03 3S]9 BU0BWIOS 139 (g

‘paddoss BuiAess pue paddois si JaaLp sy 1eyy
aIns ayjew ‘IxaN aJes 136 pue dn 136 ‘anow o)
3Jes SI 11 MoUY NOA usym puy »asyd e oq (T

Bupjuiy veis o)
paau noA ‘ajqeden isea| Ajqeqo.d ae noA usym
‘mou ‘Ajareunuogun “dn yooys Anaid ybnotpe

BLe a1e nok Ny usaq snf aAey NOA “Jeae
10 Jadwng ayp umop Bultels ase noA pue 19815
34} JO d|ppILL B} Ut 4[asinok puty NOA MO

18119349 © 1Y Uasq 8A,NOA JI 0P 01 JeyM

5) Wait for the cop. This could take a while.
Make the driver wait if at all possible. When
the cop shows up, he will ask you a couple of
very important questions.

“Do you need an ambulance?” This question
seems straightforward, but it is not. In Oregon,
there are two criteria for a police investigation.
One is if there is over $1500 of damage to a
vehicle. Two is if there is trauma. Trauma is
determined by the ambulance. In other words:
No ambulance ride. No investigation. If you
are wavering, take the ride.

Why this is important: If the incident is
investigated and the driver is a fault, it will be
easier to get insurance to pay for any damages.
If the accident is not investigated, it is as if it
never happened.

“Tell me what happened.” Here is where you
lay out the details. If the driver is clearly at
fault, say so. If he/she admitted it, say so.
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6) Get the officer’s information. Name,
badge, everything he/she will give you.
Typically, they have cards that they give out.

7) Get the carbon copy of the officer’s
exchange of information form. This is a form
that the cop has to fill out.

8) Start asking questions:

+ Are you going to ticket the driver for [blatant
violation]?

+ Is this accident going to be investigated? If
not, why not?

Understand that some cops don’t fully
understand your rights to the road, so if you
run into a brick wall, don’t worry, you still
have some moves to make.

This next bit is the tricky part, but is also very
important.
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9) Call 503-823-2103 and report the
accident. In Oregon, you can call up traffic
division and report the incident. Traffic
division will assign a staffer to take a report of
the accident. You will need the carbon copy of
the officer’s report. Once the staffer takes the
report, it will be sent to Oregon traffic court.
This will turn into an honest to goodness
traffic violation if you follow the next steps.

10) Sign the violation. One week later you
must show up to traffic court to sign the
violation and make it official. A summons will
then be sent to the driver to show up at traffic
court.
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